
BOROUGH OF CHALFANT – WORK SESSION 

December 11, 2018 

PRESENT: Mayor Perry, Dr. Pustorino, Mss. Baburich, Fullwood, Messrs. Hoover, Syska, 
Drenning, Lilac. 
ABSENT: None. 

The work session began at 7:00 pm and ended at 8:50 pm.  

 

BOROUGH OF CHALFANT - REGULAR MEETING 

December 12, 2018 

PRESENT: Mayor Perry, Dr. Pustorino, Mss. Baburich, Fullwood, Messrs. Hoover, Syska, 
Drenning, Lilac, Solicitor Evashavik. 

ABSENT: None. 

Mr. Hoover called the meeting to order and led the assemblage in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Motion by Pustorino, seconded by Baburich, to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting. 
Motion was unanimous.  

Motion by Baburich, seconded by Lilac, to approve the bank balances as read. Motion was 
unanimous.  

Motion by Syska, seconded by Drenning, to approve for payment of the bills for the month after 
being properly countersigned. Motion was unanimous.  

Motion by Syska, seconded by Drenning, to approve the Tax Collection report as read. Motion 
was unanimous.  

MAYOR 

Mayor Perry began the meeting by issuing a proclamation acknowledging retiring Forest Hills             
Police Officer Lenny Mesarchik. Officer Mesarchik served for over 20 years; he was a liaison to                
Crime Watch and worked the VFC Car Cruises, he truly had pride in protecting community.               
Chalfant extends a heartfelt thanks and wishes Officer Mesarchik many healthy, happy years of              
retirement. Mark Swinney thanked Officer Mesarchik on behalf of Crime Watch and recalled             
some of the positive work Officer Mesarchik has done in the borough. Crime Watch and Mr.                
Syska and family then presented Officer Mesarchik and the Forest Hills Police Department with              
small gifts of thanks for their hard work. Officer Mesarchik thanked Crime Watch, Council, his               
partner, Officer Sharp, and his wife. Officer Mesarchik said he always liked the way that Council                
put community first in Chalfant and said it was a privilege to serve the borough. 
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For the month of October, there were 37, 911 calls and 176 regular patrols by F.H.P.D. The                 
majority of the 911 calls were:  

6- Ordinance violations 
4- Suspicious activities 
3- Med unit assists 
2- Domestics  
2- Thefts 
2- Calls for information 
2- Parking complaints 
 
 

 
SOLICITOR 

No report. 

Mr. Hoover advised Council would like to look into Quality of Life Ticketing for Code 
Enforcement. Quality of Life (QoL) Ticketing would expedite the ordinance process; under QoL 
Ticketing, formal warning letters will no longer be issued for nuisance violations such as high 
grass and snow removal. Instead, violators will receive a warning in the form of a door hanger. 
Violators will then have 10 days to rectify the violation before a ticket is issued. A second ticket 
will be issued if the violation isn’t resolved within 10 days of the first ticket. If the violation 
continues, the matter will be directed to the magistrate and the regular ordinance process will 
begin. Mr. Hoover explained the QoL Ticketing is something that other local municipalities are 
adopting to speed up compliance within their communities and will eliminate a lot of the 
administrative work Code Enforcement performs, freeing the officer’s time to be in the field 
more. Solicitor Evashavik said he would look into the ordinance and have something for Council 
to review at the next meeting. 

 

 
FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION 

Dr. Pustorino advised the Borough Newsletter will be issued in January and will include 
information for 2019 such as changes in recycling, important dates, and information on how to 
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register for the Savvy Citizen App. The Savvy Citizen promotion, including street signs, has 
been ordered and will be delivered to the borough when ready. Savvy Citizen will work on any 
smartphone, computer, or tablet and is compatible with both Android and Apple products. The 
application will have real-time updates and information about the community as well as the 
surrounding communities that are participating in the program. While some information won’t be 
relevant to residents, information regarding matters such as road closures will be helpful. Savvy 
Citizen will really be the primary mode of direct communication to residents. Mr. Hoover said 
that Chalfant has been watching Savvy Citizen for about a year and he believes it will be a good 
tool for the community. Dr. Pustorino added that she is looking forward to going online. 

Motion by Pustorino, seconded by Baburich, to move $26,000 from the General Fund Money 
Market account to General Fund Checking. All in favor, motion carries. 

 

PERMITS AND ORDINANCES 

 
Ms. Baburich advised there was one occupancy inspection in November; it failed. 
 
There were 61 code violations on 19 properties in November. 
1- Elizabeth Avenue 
2- Fairview Avenue 
1- Greenfield Avenue 
5- Highland Avenue 
3- Lynnwood Avenue 
2- North Avenue 
1- Parkway Avenue 
1- Pin Oak Court 
1- West Street 
2- Wilkins Avenue 
 
Ms. Baburich noted there were 17 complaints resolved. Ms. Baburich then read some statistics 
regarding Code Enforcement for 2018. 
 
 
 
 



BOROUGH OF CHALFANT REGULAR MEETING  
DECEMBER 12, 2018 
PAGE FOUR 
 
Mr. Hoover explained that Code Enforcement Officer, Kyle Ferkett, is leaving Turtle Creek 
Valley Council of Governments and that a new Officer, Aubrey Ozolins, will be replacing Mr. 
Ferkett in 2019. Mr. Ferkett did a great job in the borough and Chalfant wishes him the best.  
 

ROADS AND PUBLIC WORKS 

Mr. Syska advised that the Peoples Gas restoration is complete.  
 
Leaf collection was done on November 19 and again on November 21. 
 
A street sign has been ordered for Hager Way. 
 

HEALTH AND SANITATION 
 
Ms. Fullwood advised that catch basin and storm inlet rehabilitation on North Avenue 
and Rossmore Street has now been completed. 
 
Motion by Fullwood, seconded by Drenning, to pay the Urban Construction Services 
invoice for storm inlet repair in the amount of $20,100. All in favor, motion carries. 
 

PUBLIC SAFETY 
 
Mr. Drenning explained there were six calls to the Chalfant VFD in November. He 
read a detailed list of the calls and the members attending each. 

 

  

PARKS AND RECREATION/BOROUGH PROPERTY 

Mr. Lilac advised that last month council approved a quote from Allegheny Fence Construction 
for replacement and repairs to the fence at Chalfant Memorial Park. Mr. Lilac said that work 
should be completed soon depending on weather.  
 
Mr. Lilac advised that last month, Council approved a quote from Lauletta Contracting to repair 
the exterior of the Community Center. Lauletta was going to complete the work this weekend but 
there is a wedding rental at the Community Center so the work will need to be performed at 
another date. Mr. Lilac is also looking at other possible repairs to the Community Center. 
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WHEMS 
 

Mr. Drenning advised there were six calls in the borough for the month of October.  
 

CRIME WATCH (Ms. Donahue) 

No report. 
 

CITIZEN PARTICIPATION  

Mark Swinney, 127 West Street, had concerns about the natural springs that flow onto West 
Street causing ice buildup and wondered if it is a property maintenance issue. Mayor Perry 
advised this problem has existed for years and advised residents to use caution in that area.  
 

 OLD BUSINESS 
None. 

 
 

NEW BUSINESS 

Mr. Hoover opened a public hearing for the 2019 Budget and Tax Ordinance 429, keeping the 
tax millage at 8.4. Mr. Hoover explained that Chalfant has a balanced budget and is in good 
shape for the upcoming year. There were no questions or comments and the hearing was closed. 
 
Motion by Pustorino, seconded by Baburich, to pass the 2019 Fiscal Budget and Ordinance 429 
verifying the millage at 8.4. All in favor, motion carries. 
 

ADJOURNMENT  

Motion by Drenning, seconded by Syska, to adjourn at 7:30 p.m.  Motion carried.  
 

 

ATTEST: _____________________________ _______________________________  
   Borough Secretary       Council President  


