
Woodland Hills School District Realigns for 2019-2020 School Year 
 

After a series of community open forums, at a Legislative Meeting on April 17, 2019, the Woodland Hills 

Board of Directors voted in favor of realignment for the 2019-2020 school year. Administrators view the 

realignment as a “reboot.”  

 

Superintendent James Harris explained at a community meeting, “What we’re trying to do is make sure 

we have a balanced budget while still providing the best educational possibilities that we can afford.”  In 

order to reach its goal of creating a thriving culture where students and staff can grow academically and 

professionally, the realignment will include modifications in the following areas: 

 

1. STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics) Programs 

 

After extensive research, administrators found they could best increase achievement, and offer students 

a more robust learning experience, by adding new programs with a vigorous focus on STEAM to an 

already strong academic core program.  

 

Beginning at kindergarten, students will take such electives as computer and technology, world language 

exploration or pre-theatre arts from already-established Woodland Hills teachers certified in that content 

area. Those electives will follow them throughout their education at Woodland Hills. “Our elementary 

program is very new and very robust. We have high quality materials for math and reading, and, on top of 

that, this year, we are offering these specials (like art enrichment, pre-theatre) that you won’t get 

anywhere else,” says James Clawson, Director of Curriculum and Federal Programs. 

 

2. Age-Appropriate Learning Environments 

 

By changing the overall construct of the schools, the district will offer atmospheres more conducive to 

their students’ ages, streamline services, and operate nearer to full capacity; thereby, reducing 

operational costs.   

 

Students in Pre-K-5th grades can choose from three elementary schools, including: 

 Edgewood Elementary STEAM Academy (formerly Edgewood Primary, serving K-3 rd grades), 

 Wilkins Elementary STEAM Academy (formerly Wilkins Primary, serving K-3 rd grades), and 

 Turtle Creek Elementary STEAM Academy (formerly WH Academy, serving K-8 th grades). 

 

Students in 6th -8th grades will be at the Woodland Hills Intermediate School for the 2019-2020 school 

year.  

 

For the 2020-2021 school year, the Intermediate Building will close, and students in 6th -8th grades 

will attend the renovated Dickson Preparatory STEAM Academy. 

 

The Woodland Hills High School will serve students in 9th -12th grades. (The high school was serving 

students in 7th -12th grades).  

 

The high school will also be remodeled, including a more secure entrance.  The construction at the high 

school incorporates the Guaranteed Energy Savings Act (GESA). (The concept of GESA is that the cost 

savings arising from energy savings on an annual basis are enough to pay the debt on financing for the 

construction/installation of the energy savings measures themselves.) 

 



In addition, the lifespan of all the district’s construction projects will be 40 years, and the bond issue 

(loan) will be paid off in 30 years. 

 

 

3. Hands-On and Project-Based Learning Experiences 

 

Students will learn in direct, imaginative environments such as maker-space laboratory sessions, where 

they can build robotics, write code, program with 3-D printers and more with technology coaches. (Each 

building will have its own technology, instructional and educational coaches).  

 

A “Charge for Success” program will also be added. This period is focused on enrichment in which 

groups of students will rotate with content-based teachers, varied on topics such as science and math in 

project-based environments. 

 

4. Strengthening of Supports to Students and Staff 

 

 Teacher collaboration within the district is always key; however, with realignment, there will be 

increased teacher collaboration, as well as targeted professional development. 

 The district will implement a multi-tiered system of supports for academics in relation to behavior 

issues and concerns. (Due to measures in the last year, the most current year’s write-ups have 

been down nearly 80 percent, and there have been no expulsions within the district.) 

 The district is strengthening its cyber learning program to regain a lost population of students. 

 Students returning to the district from cyber-charters will also generate a return of funds to the 

district’s general fund. 

 A review of recess policies is also being conducted by the district to ensure its students have the 

recreation time needed. 

 The district is enhancing its established offerings, like its award-winning gifted program, 

and continuing to offer 14 Advanced Placement courses. 

 

Administrators believe the realignment will allow Woodland Hills to become a district of excellence 

with a stable future. It is committed to life-long friendships, a balanced diversity in student learning 

and activities, and an elimination of inequities. The Woodland Hills School District is focused on a 

“Charge to Success.” 

 

Dedicated to continued communication and transparency, the district welcomes residents to feel free to 

contact them with any questions or concerns at the Administration Building at 412-731-1300. 

 

Residents can also follow the district’s news and updates at www.whsd.net 

 

http://www.whsd.net/

