
 

BOROUGH OF CHALFANT – WORK SESSION 

August 13, 2019 

PRESENT: Mayor Perry, Mss. Baburich, Fullwood, Messrs. Hoover, Syska, Royster, Lilac. 

ABSENT: Dr. Pustorino 

The work session began at 7:00 pm and ended at 8:50 pm. 

BOROUGH OF CHALFANT - REGULAR MEETING 

August 14, 2019 

PRESENT: Mayor Perry, Mss. Baburich, Fullwood, Messrs. Hoover, Syska, Royster, Lilac, 

Solicitor Evashavik. 

ABSENT: Dr. Pustorino 

Mr. Hoover called the meeting to order and led the assemblage in the Pledge of Allegiance.   

Motion by Syska, seconded by Baburich, to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting.  

Motion was unanimous.   

Motion by Baburich, seconded by Fullwood, to approve the bank balances as read. Motion was 

unanimous.   

Motion by Baburich, seconded by Royster, to approve for payment of the bills for the month 

after being properly countersigned. Motion was unanimous.   

Motion by Fullwood, seconded by Lilac, to approve the Tax Collection report as read. Motion 

was unanimous.      

MAYOR 

Mayor Perry acknowledged Councilperson Alia Pustorino’s father passed away and asked for a 

moment of silence. Mayor Perry explained all of Council extends their sympathy to Dr. 

Pustorino and her family. 

For the month of July, there were 28, 911 calls and 177 regular patrols by F.H.P.D.   The 

majority of the 911 calls were:  

6- Ordinance violations 

3- Domestics 

2- Calls for abandoned vehicles 

2- Calls for information 

2- Suspicious persons 
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Mayor Perry noted that the Greensburg Pike will be closed on Saturday,  August 31, 2019, from 

4 to 5:30 pm for the Forest Hills Centennial Parade. Mr. Hoover added there will be a notice sent 

out on Savvy Citizen 

 

Mayor Perry acknowledged the large crowd in attendance of tonight’s meeting and explained 

that he is pleased to be honoring former Chalfant Mayor Steve Orosz with a Lifetime 

Achievement Award later in the meeting. 

 

SOLICITOR 

No report. 

 

FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION 

No report. 

 

PERMITS AND ORDINANCES 

Ms. Baburich explained that there was one dumpster permit issued in July on Greenfield. 

There were three occupancy inspections, one passed and two failed. 

There were 38 complaints on 10 properties in July. 

 

13- Fairview Ave. 

3- Greensburg Pike 

3- Highland Ave. 

4- Lynnwood Ave. 

15- Parkway Ave. 

 

Ms. Baburich noted there were 35 complaints resolved on 11 properties in the borough in July. 

 

Motion by Baburich, seconded by Lilac, to transfer $52,000.00 from the General Fund Money 

Market account to the General Fund checking account. Motion was unanimous. 

 

ROADS AND PUBLIC WORKS 

Mr. Syska advised that a swale was installed in the alley between the 100 block of Greenfield 

and Highland to alleviate runoff flooding issues. 
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Motion by Syska, seconded by Fullwood, to pay Victor Paving the invoice amount of $3,500.00 

for paving the municipal lot at the Public Safety Building. Motion was unanimous.  

 

 

HEALTH AND SANITATION 

 

No report. 

 

Motion by Fullwood, seconded by Baburich, to pay $17,600.00 to Urban 

Construction Services for the 2019 Storm Inlet Replacement. Motion was unanimous.  

 

Motion by Fullwood, seconded by Syska, to transfer $17,600.00 from the Sewer Line 

Fund to the General Checking account. Motion was unanimous. 

 

PUBLIC SAFETY 

 

Mr. Royster advised that there were five calls to the Chalfant VFC in July. He read 

the details of each call and the number of members attending.  

 

Mr. Royster explained that the Forest Hills and Chalfant Car Cruise that was held on 

July 27, 2019 at the Westinghouse Lodge was a success. 115 cars registered and 

many residents were in attendance. Mr. Royster advised that between the car 

registration, Chinese auction, 50/50 raffle and food sales, $1,180.81 was raised for 

the Chalfant VFC. 

 

Mr. Hoover thanked Greg and Lucy Dinardo for their efforts with the Car Cruise, 

their work is much appreciated. 

 

  

PARKS AND RECREATION/BOROUGH PROPERTY 

Mr. Lilac advised the bid opening for the Chalfant Memorial Park rehabilitation occurred on 

August 6. Sports and Recreation Association, LLC, a company out of Apollo, PA, had the low 

bid of $194,375.00 for the project. Mr. Lilac explained that this amount exceeds the grant 

amount of $175,000.00 and that Council wants to stay within the grant amount, so they will need 

to make some decisions about what to eliminate from the scope of the project. 
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Motion by Lilac, seconded by Syka, to award Sport and Recreation Association, LLC, the 

contract for the 2019 Chalfant Memorial Park Improvements, however, the amount of the project 

is not to exceed the grant amount of $175,000.00. Motion was unanimous. 

 

WHEMS 

 

Mr. Hoover advised there were six calls to WHEMS in July. 

 

CRIME WATCH  

Mark Swinney, Emergency Management Coordinator and one of the organizers for Crime 

Watch, explained that Crime Watch would like to set up an event for October. 

TAX COLLECTOR 

Carol Donahue advised that once residents pay off their mortgage, they are responsible for 

notifying their local tax collector, Allegheny County, and their mortgage company, to ensure 

their tax bills are mailed to them directly. This is also relevant if the mortgage is transferred or 

sold to another mortgage company. Ms. Donahue explained that insurance companies should 

also be notified of this change. 

CITIZEN PARTICIPATION  

Lynn Cisneros, 231 Elizabeth, first thanked Mayor Perry for rescuing her dog earlier that day 

and then explained that she’s concerned about cars getting keyed on her street. Ms. Cisneros said 

that it happened on Monday to her neighbor and several cars were keyed in the fall last year. The 

police were notified of the incident and video footage from a neighbor’s camera was provided 

for their review. Ms.Cisneros explained that neighbors on Elizabeth have not heard any updates 

from police and are frustrated with the situation. Mr. Hoover advised that most police matters 

don’t come back to Council. Forest Hills Police Officer Petrie, who happened to be attending the 

meeting, offered to look into the incident.  

Assistant Chalfant VFC Fire Chief Ken Bischel, 201 North Avenue, inquired about posting a 

sign on the left side of the 100 block of Lynnwood Avenue requesting that residents park as far 

on the side of the street as they are able to, to allow room for the VFC trucks to pass. There was 

recently an incident where a resident was parked too far off of the curb and the VFC had a  
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difficult time getting down the street while responding to a call; another resident’s side view 

mirror was accidentally knocked off in the process. Mr. Bischel explained that the VFC does not 



 

go down that section of Lynnwood unless necessary. Mr. Hoover agreed and said that that 

section of street is challenging for the salt trucks as well. Mr. Hoover advised that Council would 

look into signs and go from there. 

 

 

  OLD BUSINESS 

 

Mr. Hoover thanked residents for their patience with the ongoing utility work being performed in 

the borough. He explained that he is aware that it is a source of frustration and an inconvenience 

for residents and that Council is doing the best they can to notify residents of closures and utility 

interruptions, however, it is actually the responsibility of the utility companies to notify 

residents. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Mr. Hoover explained that Council is considering an Emergency Services Tax for 2020 and 

requested feedback from the Chalfant residents in attendance. Council is proposing a .5 mill tax 

increase for WHEMS and a .5 mill tax increase for the Chalfant VFC. A representative from 

WHEMS explained that all residents would automatically become members of WHEMS with the 

imposition of this tax. Usually, if an ambulance is called to a resident’s home, their insurance is 

billed. If insurance only contributes a portion of the bill, residents are billed for the remaining 

amount. With this tax, all residents of Chalfant would be members of WHEMS and would not be 

billed for the remaining balance. Residents attending the meeting were overwhelming in favor of 

this tax, no hands were raised in opposition. Sol. Evashavik is going to look into the option of an 

Emergency Services Tax for Chalfant. 

Motion by Royster, seconded by Lilac, to authorize a check to resident Doris Libell in the 

amount of $57.00 to replace the side view mirror that was accidentally knocked off of her car by 

the VFC. Motion was unanimous. 

 Mayor Perry welcome State Senator Jay Costa to the meeting and invited him to speak about 

former Mayor Steve Orosz, who recently celebrated his 88th birthday on August 7th. Senator 

Costa thanked the crowd for coming out to support Mr. Orosz and thanked Mr. Orosz for his  
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many years of service, not only to Chalfant, but to the neighboring communities as well. Senator 

Costa explained that the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania would be a better place if they had 

someone like Mr. Orosz in each municipality. Senator Costa wished Mr. Orosz a happy birthday 



 

and then read the citation for the Lifetime Achievement Award detailing Mr. Orosz’s many 

contributions to his community, including his service in the United States Air Force and his time 

as Mayor in Chalfant. Mr. Orosz thanked Senator Costa and explained that Chalfant has been his 

home since he was a child; he loves the community for its residents and thinks it’s a great place 

to live.  

Mayor Perry joined the room in singing “Happy Birthday” to Mr. Orosz  and then presented him 

with the Lifetime Achievement Award. Mayor Perry explained that Luann Orosz, Mr. Orosz’s 

daughter, and resident Doris Libell, did a lot of work setting up refreshments in the back room at 

the Community Center and invited the crowd in attendance to stay after the meeting to continue 

the celebration.  

 

ADJOURNMENT  

Motion by Baburich, seconded by Syska, to adjourn at 7:55 p.m.  Motion carried.     

 

 

ATTEST: _____________________________ _______________________________          

   Borough Secretary                Council President      


